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sponsor spotlight

The North Texas Performing Arts 
Academy is setting enrollment re-
cords in its second year. The Acad-
emy’s inaugural class consists of 35 
students, and after just one year, 
NTPA plans to double the enrollment 
of full- and part-time students making 
it the largest private arts academy in 
North Texas. The Academy will cap 
its enrollment this year to maintain 
its quality standards and personalized 
instruction.

“We are still taking applications and 
have open positions, but have been 
overwhelmed with the interest in 
our Academy,” says Darrell Roden-
baugh, chief executive officer of North 
Texas Performing Arts, and home of 
the NTPA Academy, a Collin Coun-
ty-based performing arts school. “We 
want to provide an opportunity for 
home school and traditional public 
and private school students that 
cultivates their creativity, passion and 
talent and to do that well.”
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After just one year, the NTPA Academy has already seen its 
students graduate to leading performing arts universities and 
gain professional stage and film opportunities. “NTPA Academy 
opened our eyes to a whole new world we didn’t know existed,” 
says parent Tara Reid, whose Academy daughter is doing pro-
fessional film work this summer. “She is learning wonderful new 
skills and doing something she loves with like-minded students 
and amazing directors!”

After announcing last spring the addition of DFW-area educa-
tional professional Dr. Lisa Hill to lead the NTPA Academy as its 
“Head of School” and ending its first full year of operation with 
parent and student praise, interest in the fall semester has more 
than doubled. “Our current students and parents have given us 
such enthusiastic and positive feedback and support for their 
experience here,” says Dr. Lisa Hill, Head of School. “I have been 
extremely impressed with the quality of the instruction, the care 
and passion of our instructors and the excellent performance and 
rehearsal facilities.”   

North Texas Performing Arts draws on three decades of experi-
ence in offering performing arts training with a goal to become 
the preeminent performing arts educational institution in North 
Texas. The Academy offers a bridge to the postsecondary and 
professional world through a rigorous and comprehensive educa-
tional and experiential learning model for students age 11–18, 6th 
to 12th grade employing instructors with postgraduate degrees, 
as well as actors currently working in the professional field. The 
Academy offers full- and part-time programs enabling students 
to earn performing arts certifications in acting, music theatre, 
general theatre, technical theatre, and video and film.

“I wish we could make this opportunity available to every stu-
dent,” says Academy Managing Director DeAnna Stone. “Our 
focus right now is to select those very best students, part-time or 
full-time, home school, public or private, that have a real per-
forming arts passion that they want to pursue.”

The NTPA Academy offers classes at the Willow Bend Center of 
the Arts in Plano, Texas, and intends to extend into its Fairview 
and Frisco campuses in coming years. These multiple campuses 
offer modern facilities with three mainstage and three black box 
performance theatres, eight rehearsal studios, five dance studios 
and private practice rooms in some 40,000 square feet of space. 
The Academy offers core educational support to satisfy Texas 
State requirements, performing arts classes and production expe-
rience between the hours of 8am to 5:30pm.

“North Texas Performing Arts is uniquely qualified to provide 
this exciting educational alternative,” says Dr. Hill. “I am tre-
mendously excited about further developing the innovative and 
flexible learning environment offered by NTPA and my goal is 
to deliver the most comprehensive performing arts curriculum 
available in North Texas.” 

About North Texas Performing Arts
North Texas Performing Arts is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
developing the character of youth 
through quality performing arts educa-
tion and family entertainment evolv-
ing from the Plano Children’s Theatre 
created almost three decades ago. NTPA 
is Headquartered at Willow Bend Center 
of the Arts in Plano and has theatres in 
Fairview, Frisco, and Dallas. Each year 
NTPA provides opportunities to more 
than 6,000 youth ages three to 18 years 
old to experience the impact of the 
performing arts through its “learning 
lab” training process. The NTPA vision 
is to enable every child, regardless of 
sex, religion, race, or socio-economic 
limitation to have the opportunity to 
enjoy and experience the arts.

For more information, please go to  
ntpa.org/academy.




